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Each year, more Saint Pius X parishioners respond to the call to embrace 
stewardship as a way of life. With growing gifts of  time and talent, our 
parish is able to offer a wide range of services. Generous sacrificial giving 
allows Saint Pius X to meet expenses and dedicate an increasing 
percentage of our income to those in need. 

As the ultimate steward of this parish, I have a responsibility to report on how the 
parish uses those gifts.  That is the purpose of this stewardship report. 

Stewardship of prayer is our first and most importa nt response to God’s gifts. This 
is always most visible—to our parish family and to visitors—in our reverent and 
enthusiastic participation at our seven weekend Masses. Bible studies, retreat 
programs and other opportunities for prayer continu e to supplement the rich 
prayer life built on the foundation of the Mass and  Eucharist. 

Stewardship of service is concrete action that demonstrates our gratitude to God 
through the devotion of our talents to others. More  than 80 Saint Pius X ministries 
provide support to the parish and our surrounding c ommunity. 

The section outlining stewardship of sacrificial gi ving—which covers the last fiscal 
year—speaks for itself. During that time, our build ing loan was paid down by 
$732,392, giving us a remaining balance of $309,975. Collections increased over the 
previous year by 3.6 percent, with total Church inc ome from all sources increasing 
by 9.5 percent, enabling us to meet the 9.2 percent increase in expenses. With the 
Church complex almost 20 years old, we faced costs for additional landscaping, 
carpet replacement, and significant structural and mechanical repairs.  As we 
prepare next year’s budget, we know that the Church  roof must be replaced, at an 
estimated cost of $150,000. 

While we are carefully planning for anticipated upc oming expenses, we recently 
took another leap of faith in our Saint Pius Shares program. In the past, we 
dedicated five percent of our income to the parochi al school at Saint Adalbert in 
South Bend, and two percent to the needs of the poor. Beginning July 1, we 
increased our tithe to eight percent, with three percent now going to the needs of 
the poor. 

Our parish education programs are also thriving.  W ith a growing budget and 
increased programs and events, adult faith formatio n continues to provide 
parishioners opportunities to grow in the faith.  I n the parish school, K-8 enrollment 
has grown by 17 percent but income continues to keep pace with expenses.   

Using the image from last Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 20:1-16), Jesus is calling us to 
be laborers in His Vineyard.  Thank you for respond ing so well to the Lord’s 
invitation.  Thanks to your willingness to cooperat e with the grace of His call, this 
portion of the Lord’s Vineyard is doing well. 
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Saint Pius X Catholic 
Church is a faith 
community that 
proclaims the Word of 
God and celebrates the 
Sacraments, with the 
Eucharist as the source 
and summit of our 
spiritual life. Our 
parish, rooted in 
Granger and part of the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend, invites 
everyone to respond to 
God's call to salvation 
by developing a sense 
of Christian fellowship. 
This is done through 
life-long religious 
education and 
stewardship: calling all 
members to serve 
others, to share our 
blessings with those in 
need, and to promote 
Catholic social justice.  
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Registered Households: 3,116 
New Families: 150 

Sunday Celebrations of Eucharist: 349 
Daily Masses: 364 

Baptisms: 135 
First Communions: 174 

Confirmations: 156 
Marriages: 27 

Professions of Faith: 22 
Funerals: 45 

Visitors to our parish are struck by the 
large number of people participating in 
seven weekend Masses, noting that 
stewardship of prayer is our first and 
most important response to God’s gifts.   

~Father Bill Schooler 

Ordination was one of the most wonderful days of my life, not 
only because I was able to receive the grace of ordination, but 
also because I was able to give myself entirely to the Holy 
Church.  Stewardship is the privilege of being able to give back 
to the Lord by means of time, talent, and treasure an offering 
in thanks for all that the Lord has given to you. This is how I 
saw my ordination, as the handing over of my life (time, 
talent, and treasure) in return for the manifold graces the Lord 
has given to me.  For what purpose?  For the purpose of the 
building up of the Kingdom of God. Praise the Lord for this 
great privilege and opportunity to show our thanks to the one 
who created and loves us.  

~Deacon Jacob Meyer 

My ordination to the priesthood has only reaffirmed more 
deeply that I have received so much more from God than I 
could ever give back.  Indeed, everything that I give to Him 
came from Him.  Now as a priest, my life is intricately united 
with the wellsprings of grace that are the Church's 
sacraments.  Amazing.  Undeserved.  Yet humbly accepted.  
As steward of these mysteries, I must always remain a servant 
to God and His People.  Pray for priests! 

~Father Terry Coonan 
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Each weekend Saint Pius X 

Catholic Church welcomes 

over 4,000 parishioners and 

visitors at the Lord’s 

Table—to be fed by the 

Lord’s Word and fed by the 

Body and Blood of Christ.  

The center of our 

community prayer is the 

Eucharist.  We gather each 

weekend and on Holy days 

to hear God’s Word and to 

receive Jesus in the 

Eucharist.  By gathering as a 

community, we honor the 

Creator of all things, receive 

Jesus who gives us energy 

and strength, and are able 

to support and care for one 

another.  

We are blessed at Saint Pius 

with well-prepared and 

powerful liturgies.  Our 

army of over 650 liturgical 

ministers contribute to the 

liturgy with their service to 

the assembly.  Hospitality 

Ministers welcome all who 

walk through the church 

doors, Lectors engage our 

hearts and minds with the 

scriptures, our diverse 

group of Eucharistic 

Ministers  welcome all to the 

Lord’s table, and Altar 

Servers assist the priest with 
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We are “sent” to continue 
the prayer of the Mass in 
our everyday life.   

“Prayer is not just sitting 
down and saying prayers 
together, but it is bringing the 
prayer to life in the events of 
the day, in the people we meet 
and in the ways we bring 
Christ to others...Here at Saint 
Pius, I share the greatest 
prayer of all with you as we 
join in the celebration of the 
Mass and become even more 
united when we partake of the 
very Body and Blood of 
Christ.” (Sr. Marie Heppeler, 
parishioner, Eucharistic 
Minister, second grade 
teacher)  

At the core of any parish is 
its prayer life.  Prayer is also 
the foundation of a 
stewardship life.  Saint Pius 
is blessed with a growing 
number of prayer 
experiences and programs 
that help us to grow in our 
faith lives.  These 
opportunities continue to 

evolve to meet the needs 
and desires of parishioners.  
Here are some of the 
opportunities for prayer our 
parish has offered this past 
year: 

Thursday Morning Bible 
Study: Every Thursday at 
9:00 a.m., Fr. Bill gathers 
with parishioners to discuss 
and reflect on the Scripture 
readings for Sunday Mass. 

Contemplative Prayer 
Group: Leaders facilitated 
meditative prayer through 
guided book discussion. 

Eucharistic Exposition: 
Held in the chapel every 
Friday from 10 a.m.—5p.m. 
and the first Tuesday of 
each month from 7—10 
p.m., each time closing with 
Benediction. 

Retreats and Days of 
Reflection: Held 
throughout the year by 
various parish groups, 
including Christ Renews His 
Parish and Liturgical 
Ministers. 

Rosary Cenacle: Held every 
Tuesday after 8:15 a.m. 
Daily Mass, this group is 
devoted to praying the 
Rosary for the  
spiritual and temporal 
needs of all. 

Post-Cana/Marriage 
Enrichment Team : 
Provides opportunities for 
married couples to 
continually grow in the 
Sacrament of Marriage after 
their wedding day. 
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We continue to fill our 
Parish Education Center 
with many opportunities for 
faith formation, from cradle 
to grave.  Our Adult Faith 
Formation programs invite 
adults to bring their faith to 
life...and their lives into 
conversation with the faith!  
We gather many times 
throughout the year to 
explore our Catholic faith at 
many levels.  Some of our 
recent opportunities: 

 

Catholicism 101: 
Presentations on 
fundamental elements of 
practicing the Catholic faith. 

  

Saint Pius University: 
Parishioners who are 
professors at local colleges 
and universities share their 
gifts and talents to connect 
their area of expertise with 
the Catholic faith. 

 

Lenten Speaker Series: 
Presented by theologians 
and clergy from throughout 
our community. 

 

Touring Speakers:  
Scott Hahn, Christopher 
West and Matthew Kelly all 
visited Saint Pius this year. 
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sincere devotion in the 

spirit of the liturgy. All 

liturgical ministries and 

music ministries are integral 

to our parish celebrations. A 

well-prepared and 

reverently celebrated 

liturgy can be a powerful 

way to evangelize and 

encourage people to return 

to the practice of their faith.  

Each Sunday, through the 

gifts of vocal and 

instrumental music, the 

music ministry leads the 

people of Saint Pius X to full 

and active participation in 

the liturgy. Musicians 

embrace their calling as 

disciples of Christ, striving 

to give breath to the 

spiritual life within each 

song. 

As parishioners we respond 

with the musical gifts God 

has given us, recognizing 

that music was not 

designed for the glory of 

humanity, but for glory of 

God. Through our voices, 

we desire to be mirrors of 

God’s glory and lead people 

closer to God. 
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Christian service is a form 
of prayer in action. At Saint 
Pius X, there is no greater 
way to show Christ to 
others than to serve. 

The call to a life of 
commitment and service 
comes to us through the 
Sacraments of Baptism and 
Confirmation. The Spirit 
empowers us to be Jesus in 
the world in our lifetime. 
Jesus came not to be served 
but to serve. As his 
disciples, we want to 
imitate his life and his love. 

To be a steward of service 
means that we gratefully 
name and nurture our gifts. 
We then offer them to our 
Church and to the world. 
With this in mind, we are 
called to reflect upon our 
personal talents and 
consider how we can best 
use our time and our gifts. 

Our Church offers unique 
opportunities to serve 
within our parishes as well 
as promoting opportunities 
locally, nationally and 
globally. We believe that 
through our service, our 
Church is able to bring the 
love of Jesus to the world 
and to continue His work 
on earth.  

Here are some examples of 
ways we served those in 
need this past year: 

Saint Vincent dePaul 
Society: We provided direct 
assistance to the needy 
through person-to-person 
contact.  During home visits 
to those in need, we get to 
know them, and through 
this process discern what 

kind of assistance they 
need. 

Matthew 25 House—
Habitat for Humanity:   
Along with teams from 
other churches, we provide 
the funding and labor to 
build a Habitat for 
Humanity Home for a 
qualified and deserving 
family of Saint Joseph 
County. 

Hope Ministries:   We 
provide and serve a warm 
homemade meal to the 
residents of Hope Ministries 
every other month.  

Fountainview Nursing 
Home:  We celebrate Mass 
with the residents of 
Fountainview Nursing 
Home in Mishawaka every 
week. 

Center for the Homeless 
Casserole Program:  We 
prepare and provide home 
cooked meals 6 days per 
month to the approximately 
180 residents of the South 
Bend Center for the 
Homeless. 
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Saint Pius X has over 80 
ministries that provide a 
range of support within the 
church and to the outside 
community. The areas of 
parish ministry include:  

Liturgy and Music 

Adult Formation 

Children’s Ministries 

Outreach Ministries 

Family and Parish Life 

Catholic Worker—Our 
Lady of the Road Drop-in 
Center:  We minister to the 
homeless of South Bend by 
spending time in 
conversation with the 
guests, cleaning up after 
meals, and occasionally 
working on facility 
improvement projects. 
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Our collection 

income is up 

3.6% from last 

year. 

Keeping our 

philosophy of 

educating 

parishioners 

from cradle to 

grave, great 

efforts were 

taken to expand 

our adult faith 

formation 

programs, 

including visits 

to Saint Pius 

from 3 national 

reknowned 

speakers. 

Our parish 

savings has 

increased to 

almost $1.3 

million dollars. 

With our church 

over 20 years 

old, we are 

prepared for 

any major 

repairs or 

renovations that 

may arise as we 

continue to 

expand and 

grow.  

Generous 

parishioners 

continuing to 

pay off their 

building 

pledges have 

allowed us to 

decrease our 

loan to a balance 

of $309,975. 

The school’s K-8 

student 

population grew 

by 17% to 525 

students. 
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Nine years ago, Saint Pius 
made a leap of faith by 
committing to a “first 
fruits” program, 
designating a portion of the 
funds from our weekly 
collections to help the poor 
and others in need outside 
the parish. The Saint Pius 
Shares program also 
eliminated the need for 
second collections at Mass 
and allowed us to make a 
financial commitment to 
those less fortunate than 
ourselves. 

Along with Poor Fund 
Envelope collections, the 
parish also distributed 
seven percent of collections 
outside our parish. As part 
of the Diocesan Twinning 
Program, five percent was 
given to support the 
parochial school at Saint 
Adalbert in South Bend. 
Two percent was 
distributed to other local, 
national, and international 
programs serving the poor, 
as recommended by the 
Financial Resources 
Committee.  

Starting July 1, 2011, we 
have taken another leap of 
faith and increased our tithe 
to 8%, with 3% now going 
to the needs of the poor.  
Eventually, we hope that 
the Saint Pius Shares 
program will be able to 
contribute ten percent of 
collections to these and 
other important causes.  

In this fiscal year, we 

distributed $214,988 
through Saint Pius Shares. 

$9,705 to organizations that 
support the Catholic view of 
the sanctity of life: 

Saint Joseph County Right 
to Life , the oldest active pro
-life organization in Saint 
Joseph County, is dedicated 
to promoting life through 
education and advocacy. 

Hannah’s House is a 
maternity home that 
provides a safe 
environment, 
programming, and support 
for the physical, emotional 
and spiritual well-being of 
pregnant young women.  

Women’s Care Center, the 
nation’s largest pregnancy 
resource center, exists to 
help pregnant young 
women choose life for their 
developing babies, deliver 
healthier babies, develop 
parenting skills and take the 
first steps to self-sufficiency. 

Christ Child Society of 
South Bend is a not-for-
profit organization of 
volunteers dedicated to 
serving and clothing needy 
children and infants in the 

love and spirit of the Christ 
Child.   

$9,375 to organizations that 
serve those battling poverty 
and homelessness. 

Stone Soup Community  
accompanies people on 
their journey toward 
financial stability and self-
sufficiency. 

Saint Margaret's House 
improves the lives of 
women and children by 
providing individual 
attention to their immediate 
needs, breaking the bonds 
of isolation and helping 
them acquire skills to better 
their lives.  

Hope Ministries’ mission is 
to shelter, feed and minister 
to homeless men, women 
and families, envisioning a 
community in which every 
adult and child has access to 
the love, support and 
resources they need to be 
healthy mentally, 
physically, emotionally and 
spiritually. 
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Saint Pius continues to 
enhance our ongoing 
relationship with our Sister 
Parish, Saint Adalbert, in 
South Bend. In addition to 
contributing five percent of 
our income to help support 
Saint Adalbert’s parish 
school and religious 
education programs, we are 
developing various ways in 
which our parishes can join 
together in mutually 
beneficial sharing of time, 
talent, and prayer. 

South Bend Catholic 
Worker is a community of 
Catholics inspired by the 
example of Dorothy Day, 
which feeds and shelters the 
homeless, practices the 
works of mercy, and 
opposes war.  

Photo courtesy of Today’s Catholic 
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Heavenly Father, 

As You renew all things in Christ, 

grant to our parish a fresh outpouring 

of Your Spirit. 

Continue to form us into stewards 

of Your generosity, 

that our community will always serve 

the growth of our holy communion in You. 

Amen. 

Saint Pius X, pray for us! 
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