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Source: Introduction to the Book of Isaiah in the New American Bible (NAB),  
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/0 

 

The complete Book of Isaiah is an anthology of poems composed chiefly by the great prophet, but also by 

disciples, some of whom came many years after Isaiah. In 1–39 most of the oracles come from Isaiah and reflect 

the situation in eighth-century Judah. Sections such as the Apocalypse of Isaiah (24–27), the oracles against 

Babylon (13–14), and probably the poems of 34–35 were written by followers deeply influenced by the prophet, 

in some cases reusing earlier Isaianic material; cf., e.g., 27:2–8 with 5:1–7. 

 

Chapters 40–55 (Second Isaiah, or Deutero-Isaiah) are generally attributed to an anonymous poet who prophesied 

toward the end of the Babylonian exile. From this section come the great oracles known as the Servant Songs, 

which are reflected in the New Testament understanding of the passion and glorification of Christ. Chapters 56–

66 (Third Isaiah, or Trito-Isaiah) contain oracles from the postexilic period and were composed by writers imbued 

with the spirit of Isaiah who continued his work. 

 

The principal divisions of the Book of Isaiah are the following: 

 

I. Isaiah 1–39 

A. Indictment of Israel and Judah (1:1–5:30) 

B. The Book of Emmanuel (6:1–12:6) 

C. Oracles Against the Foreign Nations (13:1–23:18) 

D. Apocalypse of Isaiah (24:1–27:13) 

E. The Lord Alone, Israel’s and Judah’s Salvation (28:1–33:24) 

F. The Lord, Zion’s Avenger (34:1–35:10) 

G. Historical Appendix (36:1–39:8) 

II. Isaiah 40–55 

A. The Lord’s Glory in Israel’s Liberation (40:1–48:22) 

B. Expiation of Sin, Spiritual Liberation of Israel (49:1–55:13) 

III. Isaiah 56–66 
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Source: https://www.britannica.com/topic/biblical-literature/The-prophecies-of-Deutero-Isaiah 

 

The prophecies of Deutero-Isaiah 

Second Isaiah contains the very expressive so-called Servant Songs—chapter 42, verses 1–4; chapter 49, verses 1–

6; chapter 50, verses 4–9; chapter 52, verse 13; and chapter 53, verse 12. Writing from Babylon, the author begins 

with a message of comfort and hope and faith in Yahweh. The people are to leave Babylon and return to 

Jerusalem, which has paid “double for all her sins.” As creator and Lord of history, God will redeem Israel, his 

chosen servant. Through the Servant of the Lord all the nations will be blessed: “I have put my Spirit upon him, he 

will bring forth justice to the nations.” The Suffering Servant, whether the nation Israel or an individual agent of 

Yahweh, will help to bring about the deliverance of the nation. Though Second Isaiah may have been referring to a 

hoped-for rise of a prophetic figure, many scholars now hold that the Suffering Servant is Israel in a collective 

sense. Christians have interpreted the Servant Songs, especially the fourth, as a prophecy referring to Jesus of 

Nazareth—“He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief…,” but this 

interpretation is theologically oriented and thus open to question, according to many scholars. 

 

The oracles of Trito-Isaiah 

Chapters 56–66 are a collection of oracles from the restoration period (after 538 BCE). Emphasis is placed upon 

cultic acts, attacks against idolatry, and a right motivation in the worship of Yahweh. Repentance and social justice 

are themes that have been retained from the earlier Isaiah traditions, and the ever-present element of hope in 

the creative goodness of Yahweh that pervaded II Isaiah remains a dominant theme in the last chapters of the 

Book of Isaiah. 
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