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Isaiah: Hope and Anticipation 

Session 2 Scripture Passages 
Saint Pius X Catholic Church  |  December 13, 2021 

 

Isaiah 35:1-10   
Monday of the Second Week of Advent (December 6, 2021) 
 

1 The wilderness and the parched land will exult; 

    the Arabah will rejoice and bloom; 

2 Like the crocus it shall bloom abundantly, 

    and rejoice with joyful song. 

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 

    the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 

They will see the glory of the LORD, 

    the splendor of our God. 

3 Strengthen hands that are feeble, 

    make firm knees that are weak, 

4 Say to the fearful of heart: 

    Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, 

    he comes with vindication; 

With divine recompense 

    he comes to save you. 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall see, 

    and the ears of the deaf be opened; 

6 Then the lame shall leap like a stag, 

    and the mute tongue sing for joy. 

For waters will burst forth in the wilderness, 

    and streams in the Arabah. 

7 The burning sands will become pools, 

    and the thirsty ground, springs of water; 

The abode where jackals crouch 

    will be a marsh for the reed and papyrus. 
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8 A highway will be there, 

    called the holy way; 

No one unclean may pass over it, 

    but it will be for his people; 

    no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray on it. 

9 No lion shall be there, 

    nor any beast of prey approach, 

    nor be found. 

    But there the redeemed shall walk, 

10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

    and enter Zion singing, 

    crowned with everlasting joy; 

They meet with joy and gladness, 

    sorrow and mourning flee away. 

 

 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Tuesday of the Second Week of Advent (December 7, 2021) 

 
1 Comfort, give comfort to my people, 

    says your God. 

2 Speak to the heart of Jerusalem, and proclaim to her 

    that her service has ended, 

    that her guilt is expiated, 

That she has received from the hand of the LORD 

    double for all her sins. 

3     A voice proclaims: 

In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD! 

    Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God! 

4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 

    every mountain and hill made low; 

The rugged land shall be a plain, 

    the rough country, a broad valley. 
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5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

    and all flesh shall see it together; 

    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

6 A voice says, “Proclaim!” 

    I answer, “What shall I proclaim?” 

“All flesh is grass, 

    and all their loyalty like the flower of the field. 

7 The grass withers, the flower wilts, 

    when the breath of the LORD blows upon it.” 

“Yes, the people is grass! 

8     The grass withers, the flower wilts, 

    but the word of our God stands forever.” 

9 Go up onto a high mountain, 

    Zion, herald of good news! 

Cry out at the top of your voice, 

    Jerusalem, herald of good news! 

Cry out, do not fear! 

    Say to the cities of Judah: 

    Here is your God! 

10 Here comes with power 

    the Lord GOD, 

    who rules by his strong arm; 

Here is his reward with him, 

    his recompense before him. 

11 Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; 

    in his arms he gathers the lambs, 

Carrying them in his bosom, 

    leading the ewes with care. 
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Isaiah 41:13-20 
Thursday of the Second Week of Advent (December 9, 2021) 

 

13 For I am the LORD, your God, 

    who grasp your right hand; 

It is I who say to you, Do not fear, 

    I will help you. 

14 Do not fear, you worm Jacob, 

    you maggot Israel; 

I will help you—oracle of the LORD; 

    the Holy One of Israel is your redeemer. 

15 I will make of you a threshing sledge, 

    sharp, new, full of teeth, 

To thresh the mountains and crush them, 

    to make the hills like chaff. 

16 When you winnow them, the wind shall carry them off, 

    the storm shall scatter them. 

But you shall rejoice in the LORD; 

    in the Holy One of Israel you shall glory. 

17 The afflicted and the needy seek water in vain, 

    their tongues are parched with thirst. 

I, the LORD, will answer them; 

    I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them. 

18 I will open up rivers on the bare heights, 

    and fountains in the broad valleys; 

I will turn the wilderness into a marshland, 

    and the dry ground into springs of water. 

19 In the wilderness I will plant the cedar, 

    acacia, myrtle, and olive; 

In the wasteland I will set the cypress, 

    together with the plane tree and the pine, 

20 That all may see and know, 
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    observe and understand, 

That the hand of the LORD has done this, 

    the Holy One of Israel has created it. 

 

Isaiah 48:17-19 
Friday of the Second Week of Advent (December 10, 2021) 
 

17 Thus says the LORD, your redeemer, 

    the Holy One of Israel: 

I am the LORD, your God, 

    teaching you how to prevail, 

    leading you on the way you should go. 

18 If only you would attend to my commandments, 

    your peace would be like a river, 

    your vindication like the waves of the sea, 

19 Your descendants like the sand, 

    the offspring of your loins like its grains, 

Their name never cut off 

    or blotted out from my presence. 

 

Isaiah 45:6c-8,18,21c-25 
Wednesday of the Third Week of Advent (December 15, 2021) 
 

I am the LORD, there is no other. 

7     I form the light, and create the darkness, 

I make weal and create woe; 

    I, the LORD, do all these things. 

8 Let justice descend, you heavens, like dew from above, 

    like gentle rain let the clouds drop it down. 

Let the earth open and salvation bud forth; 

    let righteousness spring up with them! 

    I, the LORD, have created this. 
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18     For thus says the LORD, 

The creator of the heavens, 

    who is God, 

The designer and maker of the earth 

    who established it, 

Not as an empty waste did he create it, 

    but designing it to be lived in: 

I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

 

Who announced this from the beginning, 

    declared it from of old? 

Was it not I, the LORD, 

    besides whom there is no other God? 

    There is no just and saving God but me. 

22 Turn to me and be safe, 

    all you ends of the earth, 

    for I am God; there is no other! 

23 By myself I swear, 

    uttering my just decree, 

    a word that will not return: 

To me every knee shall bend; 

    by me every tongue shall swear, 

24 Saying, “Only in the LORD 

    are just deeds and power. 

Before him in shame shall come 

    all who vent their anger against him. 

25 In the LORD all the descendants of Israel 

    shall have vindication and glory.” 
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Isaiah 54:1-10 
Thursday of the Third Week of Advent (December 16, 2021) 

 

 1 Raise a glad cry, you barren one who never bore a child, 

    break forth in jubilant song, you who have never been in labor, 

For more numerous are the children of the deserted wife 

    than the children of her who has a husband, 

    says the LORD. 

2 Enlarge the space for your tent, 

    spread out your tent cloths unsparingly; 

    lengthen your ropes and make firm your pegs. 

3 For you shall spread abroad to the right and left; 

    your descendants shall dispossess the nations 

    and shall people the deserted cities. 

4 Do not fear, you shall not be put to shame; 

    do not be discouraged, you shall not be disgraced. 

For the shame of your youth you shall forget, 

    the reproach of your widowhood no longer remember. 

5 For your husband is your Maker; 

    the LORD of hosts is his name, 

Your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, 

    called God of all the earth. 

6 The LORD calls you back, 

    like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, 

A wife married in youth and then cast off, 

    says your God. 

7 For a brief moment I abandoned you, 

    but with great tenderness I will take you back. 

8 In an outburst of wrath, for a moment 

    I hid my face from you; 

But with enduring love I take pity on you, 

    says the LORD, your redeemer. 
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9 This is for me like the days of Noah: 

As I swore then that the waters of Noah 

    should never again flood the earth, 

So I have sworn now not to be angry with you, 

    or to rebuke you. 

10 Though the mountains fall away 

    and the hills be shaken, 

My love shall never fall away from you 

    nor my covenant of peace be shaken, 

    says the LORD, who has mercy on you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* These Scripture passages are excerpted from the New American Bible Revised Edition (NABRE) translation 


