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Become an 

RCIA Sponsor 

at Saint Pius X 

Catholic Church 

What is the Rite of 

Christian Initiation? 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
is the process whereby those desiring to enter the 
Catholic Church or to complete their initiation 
into the Church are prepared for the Sacraments 
of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. Those 
inquiring about completion of their initiation 
include non-baptized persons, those baptized in 
other Christian traditions, or Catholics who 
never completed their Sacraments of Initiation. 

RCIA is a process in which the Church aids those 
who are interested in coming to or deepening 
their faith and builds up the Body of Christ. 
Along the way, RCIA Team members and 
Sponsors serve as witnesses to their faith and as 
support to the inquirers.  In addition to weekly 
catechetical sessions, RCIA involves certain stages 
of progress (Rites) which are celebrated in the 
midst of the community on specific Sundays in 
the fall and during Lent.  



Who is a Sponsor? 

Sponsors are joy-filled disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Sponsors are passionate parishioners.  

Sponsors are believers who also know what it’s like to 
experience questions or doubt. 

Sponsors are committed to growing in holiness. 

Sponsors are grateful for their own blessings and willing 
to give generously to God in return. 

Sponsors are busy people, too, but are willing to make 
time to help another person grow in faith. 

Sponsors are the Church in action.  

Sponsors are people like you!  

What exactly does a Sponsor do?  

Sponsors in the RCIA process journey with a 
catechumen or candidate has he or she discerns, 
grows in faith, and prepares to receive the 
Sacraments of Initiation at Easter.  They act as 
mentors, companions, and support throughout 
this journey of faith. 

Sponsors are not expected to have all the answers! 
Quite the contrary: sponsors learn and enhance 
their own faith through their experience in the 
RCIA process.   

Sponsors are encouraged to maintain a 
relationship with new members after they have 
been initiated,  helping them to become active 
members of our Saint Pius community. 

What qualities does a Sponsor have? 

 Faithful 

 Hospitable 

 Questioning 

 Positive attitude 

 Patient 

 Listens well 

 Attends church 

 Prayerful 

 Reliable 

 Loves the Lord! 

“Therefore the community must always be 
fully prepared in the pursuit of its apostolic 

vocation to give help to those who are 
searching for Christ.  In the various 
circumstances of daily life . . . all the 

followers of Christ have the obligation of 
spreading the faith according to their 

abilities.” (RCIA no. 9) 

Godparents and Sponsors have the 
responsibility to “show the candidates how to 

practice the Gospel in personal and social 
life, to sustain the candidates in moments of 
hesitancy and anxiety, to bear witness, and 

to guide the candidates’ progress in the 
baptismal life.” (RCIA no. 11) 

RCIA is all about relationships: with God, with 
the Church, and within a particular community.  
Sponsors act as companions along this journey, 
helping a catechumen or candidate to develop his 
or her relationship with Christ and acting as a 
bridge toward deeper belonging in our Saint Pius 
family. 

What is the time commitment? 

RCIA sessions take place on Tuesdays, 7:00 – 
9:00 p.m., from late August through mid-May.  
Besides these Tuesday evening sessions, Sponsors 
also attend two days of retreat as well as liturgical 
Rites and rehearsals throughout the year. 

 


